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Almost, Maine reminds us that extraordinary moments can appear in 

the middle of ordinary life. Under the Northern Lights — those rare, 

shimmering waves of color — hearts open, collide, and heal. Even if 

the people of Almost don’t always understand what’s happening 

above them, they trust the magic of it. 

 

I’ve always loved the idea that the world can suddenly surprise us 

with something beautiful. And moving to Israel taught me that       

connection can do the same. I’ve found friendships and community 

that showed me just how strong we are when we show up for each  

Director’s Note 

other — especially 

through the challenges 

of the last few years. 

 

The Northern Lights    

remind us to look up, to 

stay open, and to      

believe that wonder is 

always possible. Thank 

you for being here    

tonight. I hope this play 

brings a little more light 

— and a little more   

connection — into your 

world. 

 

With love, 

Gavriella 
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Ginette Alma Velan 
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Who’s Who 

Alma (or Allie) has lived in Israel all her life but comes 
from an American family. She first started acting in 
third grade, but her passion for theatre truly blossomed 
when she performed at the Cameri Theatre. In this  
production, she plays Ginette. Her biggest role to date 
was portraying the female version of “9” in 12 Angry 
Men at the Cameri. Alma is currently serving as a  
medic with MDA (מד״א) and credits Center Stage 
theatre classes for inspiring her acting journey.  

Alma Velan as Ginette 

Adrian Daniels, originally from London, England, made 
Aliya in 1995. His first acting role was as a snake in a 
kindergarten play about Noah’s Ark, and he’s been 
slithering onto stages in various school and university 
productions ever since! He is delighted to be playing 
Easton in this production. By day, he’s a lawyer; by 
night (and in his dreams), a drummer. Adrian is      
married to Shani (who is playing Gayle) and is a proud 
dad to Matan, Sophie, and Tomer. Despite all evidence 
to the contrary, Adrian has a full and lustrous head of 
hair—but prefers to keep it shaved!  

Adrian Daniels as Easton 

Originally from Ra’anana, Shaya has been performing 
since the age of eleven. With nearly a decade of stage 
experience through Stage Theatre Ra’anana, he’s   
cultivated a magnetic presence and emotional nuance 
that breathes life into every role. Offstage, he’s        
immersed in music production, crafting soundscapes 
that are as expressive as his performances. 

Shaya Sykora as Pete 



Who’s Who 

Malcha Dadoosh was born in Arizona and made Aliyah 
in 2019. She’s been acting since age three, starting at 
the Arizona Jewish Theatre Company. In this           
production, she plays Glory. Her theatre work includes 
dramaturgy for VIEWTYII at Hasimta Theatre in Jaffa 
and A Purim Panto, and performing as Margo in The 
Diary of Anne Frank. Offstage, Malcha is mother to 
Moriah and founder of NesheMama, a community for 
new mothers. A true world traveler, she’s visited 54 
countries and lived in 15!  

Malcha Dadoosh as Glory 

Robin began his acting career with the Sharon Players, 
tackling diverse roles from an intense young man to 
the romantic Lysander in A Midsummer Night's Dream. 
He also honed his improvisational skills in a playback 
group. Recently, Robin returned to the stage with 
CSCT’s Play On! as Saul Watson / Dr. Rex Forbes, 
and in A Purim Panto as the Fairy Godmother. When 
not on stage, Robin is a strategic consultant who leads 
management workshops. He enjoys skiing, cycling, 
Pilates, reading, and travel.  

Robin Shulman as Jimmy 

Originally from Buenos Aires, Sofia discovered her love 
for acting at age six and has been performing ever 
since. Her theatre credits in Argentina include Toc Toc, 
Terapia Despareja, Wicked, Hairspray, and We Will 
Rock You. She holds a BFA in Drama and Education 
from Argentina’s National Arts University and lived her 
Broadway dreams in NYC before making Aliyah in 
2024. Offstage, she brings her creativity to her role as 
a Social Media Manager. Fun fact: she treasures her 
extensive Broadway Playbill collection. 

Sofia Firman as Sandrine 





Who’s Who 

Corinne made Aliyah from London 15 years ago and 
currently resides in Ra’anana. She graduated from  
University College London with a degree in Speech 
and Language Therapy and later transitioned into a 
rewarding career as a Fitness Trainer and Life Coach, 
where she thrives on building connections and        
empowering others. Corinne is blessed with three  
wonderful sons: Gilad, Natan and Doron. This is her 
second role with CSCT, having played Portia in           
A Purim Panto. 

Corinne Lambert as Waitress 

Ed Teppe is a screenwriter and actor. After 9 years on 
stage and film, he's been making a foray into screen-
writing as well. Over the past couple of years, he's  
written and starred in 3 short films that have so far 
been selected for festivals in London, Los Angeles, 
New York, and more. His theatre favorites are The 
Play That Goes Wrong and The Book of Mormon. Ed 
enjoys stories about ordinary people in extraordinary 
circumstances, subverting genre conventions, and dry, 
sometimes hard-hitting humour. This is Ed's first     
collaboration with CSCT. 

Eduard Teppe as Steve 

Erica Narcyz acted in high school plays, including The 
Cage Birds, and in this production plays Marvalyn. 
Born in Cape Town, she made Aliyah in 1997 from  
Johannesburg. Erica, married to Raphael and mom to 
Ella, Amit, and Daniel, holds an MBA and runs an  
English Learning Centre in Herzliya, where she also 
writes creative learning materials. Having lived in India 
and Austria, she’s inspired by diverse cultures and 
travel. Always eager to try new things—learning      
languages, surfing, or exploring new places—she loves 
yoga, the beach, and believes creativity and dogs keep 
her sane and happy. 

Erica Narcyz as Marvalyn 



Who’s Who 

Dan is delighted to appear again with CSCT after   
playing Mordechai in A Purim Panto. He previously 
performed in Israel in The Rainmaker and All My Sons. 
Prior to making Aliyah from California, Dan acted in As 
You Like It, Man of La Mancha, God’s Favorite, Funny 
Girl, I Remember Mama, and Anything Goes. A   
Standford graduate with an MBA from Tel Aviv        
University, he is the co-founder of a marcom content 
company. Dan enjoys spending time with family, hiking, 
and shooting hoops with other Steph Curry wannabes. 

Dan Schoenfeld as Lendall 

Originally from Brooklyn, New York, Shani has been 
drawn to the stage since elementary school. Though 
her early musical ambitions hit a few sour notes, her 
creative spirit couldn’t be stifled. She went on to direct 
her high school’s South Pacific, and this production 
marks her official acting debut. Offstage, Shani is a 
lawyer, mother of three, and proud daredevil who once 
bungee-jumped twice in three days. She’s married to 
fellow cast member Adrian Daniels, and both are 
thrilled to share the stage together. 

Shani Rabinowitz as Gayle 

Rachel is thrilled to play Shelly in Almost, Maine.   
Originally from Ann Arbor, Michigan and San Diego, 
she made Aliyah from New Jersey in 1997. Rachel  
discovered her love for acting at university and has 
since appeared in productions based on the stories of 
Sholom Aleichem in both Israel and the U.S. Her     
experience also includes voiceover work and singing 
backup on a full-length album. Offstage, Rachel is an 
English teacher, mother of four, grandmother of two 
and longtime organizer of women’s Megillah readings.  

Rachel Berman as Shelly 





Who’s Who 

Gayle is delighted to make her Center Stage debut. 
Since her Aliyah from Boston in 1987, she has done 
voice-overs, commercials, cartoon dubbing for     
American television, stand-up comedy and news   
reading for JerusalemOnline. Her stage credits include 
Sue Bayliss in All My Sons and Peppermint Patty in 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. Offstage, Gayle is 
a content marketing writer. She holds a BSc. from   
Emerson College and a certificate in Criminal Profiling 
from the University of Ariel. She lives in Nordiya and 
has three daughters and a grandson. 

Gayle Danis Rinot as Marci 

Originally from Los Angeles, California, Shmuel made 
Aliyah in 1983. He began acting in high school, took a 
long break, and returned to the stage in 2016.         
Performing in both English and Hebrew, his credits 
include All My Sons (Center Stage), Divine Right 
(Theater and Theology) and Almost Heaven (Acco  
Festival). Shmuel has also appeared in TV (Chanshi, 
Shakshuka), film (Exodus 91, Leverage), and is known 
as “The Judge” in Adam Shem-Tov Havi. He’s also a 
voice actor, writer, and medical clown. 

Shmuel Goldstein as Phil 

Born in France and raised in London, Sonia has been 
performing since childhood. After earning a           
physiotherapy degree, she trained for a year at 
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts. Her London 
stage credits include Little Shop of Horrors (Audrey) 
and The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas (Miss Mona). 
Since making Aliyah in 2010, she has appeared as 
Polly in Play On!, served as musical director for A   
Purim Panto, and now returns for her third CSCT    
production. A vocal coach, singer-songwriter, and life-
long performer, Sonia lives in Netanya with her       
husband and four children. 

Sonia Levy as Deena 



Who’s Who 

Born in Haifa, Israel, Gil makes his stage debut in     
Almost, Maine. Despite being new to performing, his 
sincerity, charm, and attention to detail have impressed 
cast and crew alike. Offstage, Gil works as a Business 
Development Manager and is a proud husband and 
father of two. A dedicated Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu brown belt, 
he brings the same focus, discipline, and determination 
to the stage. Gil is thrilled to be part of this production 
and to have discovered a new creative passion.  

Gil Taylor as Man 

Originally from the U.S., Susan made Aliyah in 2020, 
right in the midst of COVID! She began acting as a 
child and has since taken on a wide range of roles, 
including Angels in America (Rabbi/Hannah Pitt/Henry/
Ethel Rosenberg), August: Osage County (Mattie Fae 
Aiken), and Agnes of God (Dr. Martha Livingston). In 
this production, she plays Hope. Her current favorite 
role is Tel Aviv Savta. Offstage, she once tried        
elephant polo—though her team didn’t win! Susan is 
thrilled to share the stage with this cast.  

Susan Gellman as Hope 



Who’s Who 

Josh was born and raised in Jerusalem to British       
parents. He began acting in 1998 in A Shayna Maidel at 
Merkaz Hamagshimim. After training in London, 2006–
2009, he spent ten years performing across the UK, 
Germany, the Edinburgh Fringe, and even Goa, India, 
before returning to Israel in 2019. His screen credits 
include Woman in Gold, Silent Witness, McMafia, and 
the upcoming Oracles of God. He currently portrays the 
hologram of the Rambam at the Tolerance Museum. 
Married to Nomi and father to Mia and Gili, he also 
works in medical and police roleplay training. Fun fact: 
he once had his back waxed on camera for a           
commercial. Now that is dedication to the craft! 

Josh Becker as Dave 

Hadass is an Israeli mother of three and an early  
childhood educator. She lived in London for several 
years and has always been fascinated by the English 
language. Her first experience with Center Stage came 
at open mic nights, where she discovered the thrill of 
performing and gained the courage to pursue theater 
seriously. Her first role with CSCT was as Ben Gay 
and a Stepsister in A Purim Panto. In addition to her 
nursery school, Hadass studied at the Rimon School of 
Music and the Maslul School for Theater and           
Musicals. Fun fact: Hadass is addicted to chocolate!  

Hadass Dubizki as Rhonda 



Production Team 

Gavriella Silverstone Shieber   Director 

Gavriella Silverstone Shieber is thrilled to return to CSCT 
this time in the role of director. Audiences may remember 
her as Marla Smith “Smitty”/Doris in Play On! and Esther 
in last season’s A Purim Panto. She is a Canadian actor 
and Drama Therapist, holding a BA in Theatre from the 
University of Ottawa and an MA in Creative Arts        
Therapies (Drama Therapy) from Concordia University. 
Gavriella is the co-founder of *Realign & Rise*,           
dedicated to supporting women in creating aligned    
identities and joyful lives. She resides in Ra’anana with 
her wonderful husband and their three amazing sons. 
She is delighted to bring the love, magic and gentle    
surprises of Almost, Maine to CSCT audiences. 

Angela Wallis is an English television producer with 
deep roots in the arts. She began her creative journey 
running a youth theatre company in London and     
performing with amateur theatre groups across the UK. 
A former director and talent executive at the BBC until 
2008, Angela spent the following years casting talent 
and producing documentaries around the globe. In 
2013, during what she fondly calls her “Eat Pray Love 
Year,” she made AlIyah, a transformative experience 
that led to meeting her partner, Michael, whom she 
married in 2023. Now affectionately known as “the 
newlywed,” Angela has been a vibrant part of Center 
Stage for over a year, co-directing and devising last 
year’s A Purim Panto, and even gracing the stage in a 
guest role as a handmaiden. 

Angela Wallis Assistant Director 



Production Team 

Carrie made Aliya from San Francisco in 1994 and has 
lived in Ra'anana since 1996. She is happy to be   
combining her love for the theater with her passion for 
organizing and logistics. She was the stage manager 
for CSCT’s inaugural play, Play On!, then brought her 
talents to A Purim Panto. Now she is thrilled to be   
doing it once again for the touching and poignant    
Almost, Maine. 

Carrie Lenga Stage Manager 

Born in Israel and raised in South Africa, Bibi made 
Aliyah in 2016. A theatre graduate from AFDA in     
Johannesburg, she brings extensive experience. Since 
joining CSCT two years ago, she’s been a key force 
behind the scenes. After wearing many hats in A Purim 
Panto, Bibi is thrilled to return this time adding        
marketing to her repertoire. An English teacher by day 
and proud mom of two, Bibi’s creativity, organization, 
and hands-on approach ensures every production runs 
smoothly and every detail shines. 

Bibi (Bat Chen) Canes  

Props Master &       

Backstage Manager 

Nadine, originally from London, made Aliyah in 2018 
and joined CSCT a year ago assisting with costumes 
for A Purim Panto. With a background in drama and 
textiles, she has quickly become CSCT’s resident   
costume wizard, blending creativity with practical flair. 
Beyond the stage, Nadine is a full-time mum who finds 
joy in every chance to create something new. 

Nadine Glass  Costume Manager 



Daniella Crankshaw is the Co-Founder of Center Stage 
and a creative force both on and off the stage. An        
accomplished actress, singer, director, writer, and       
producer, she has worked on numerous productions in 
Israel and abroad. Acting credits include House Arrest 
(feature film), Cabaret, Trojan Women, Threepenny 
Opera, All My Sons, Something Funny Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, Eli, Eli, Swan Lake Rock Opera, 
Broadway Babes, and Balagan. Directing credits include 
Mr. Wibble, All My Sons,   Broadway Babes, Balagan, 
Play On! and A Purim Panto. She also produced Bad 
Jews and Rapture, Blister, Burn. Daniella wrote and    
directed Israel’s first-ever Panto — A Purim Panto — and 
is already writing her second, while her original musical  
cabaret will premiere next year. She holds a BA (Honors) 
in Dramatic Arts from the University of the Witwatersrand.  

Daniella Crankshaw   Artistic Director & Producer 

Grant Crankshaw is the man who can do it all: act, build, 
write, and make you laugh till you cry. Co-Founder of 
Center Stage, Grant not only brings characters to life on 
stage but also builds the very sets they perform on (and 
occasionally fixes them mid-show). A stand-up comedian 
and all-around funny guy, Grant co-wrote Balagan with 
Daniella Crankshaw. His acting credits include House 
Arrest (feature film), Radical Evolution, Intelligent Life, 
Tom & Viv, Smoke & Mirrors, Lysistrata, Something  
Funny Happened on the Way to the Forum, Broadway 
Babes, All My Sons, Balagan and A Purim Panto. 
Education: BA in Dramatic Arts, University of the         
Witwatersrand.  

Grant Crankshaw Technical Director 

Production Team 

Center Stage Community Theater is the community theater arm of Center Stage, a       
professional English language theater company. 

www.centerstageisrael.com/community  |  info@centerstageisrael.com  


